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God’s plan for the salvation of the Jews and our place 

in it is a very important and urgent subject that has been 

greatly neglected, and when addressed, has often been, 

and is now being, answered unbiblically. 

On the one hand there is the silence, the great 

neglect. On the other, the question of the Jewish people, 

salvation, and our role in it is being wrongly answered 

by some.

 

The great neglect and the false views
I cannot recall growing up at home, in Sunday school, or in 

church ever hearing this subject addressed; not a conversation, 

not a lesson, not a sermon. In my seminary days it was not 

addressed, nor has it been in any clergy day subsequently, or 

in post-ordination continuing education. How I wish that in my 

youth, like Corrie ten Boom, I had been instructed in this matter. 

Much time has been lost in our ministry and much of our failure in 

this area, I firmly believe, rests in this great neglect and ignorance.

 When the subject of the Jewish people and their salvation is 

addressed, it is often answered wrongly in one of two ways: 

The first answer is the naïve response of the uninstructed. It 

is called the “Replacement Theory.” Not knowing better, Christian 

people assume that the church, comprised of some Jewish and 

mostly Gentile believers in Christ, replaces Israel in God’s affection 

and in His plan. But this is clearly not the case, as we shall see 

from scripture. 

The second is a false view of God’s plan called “The Two 

Covenant Theory.” This theory asserts that Jesus came to be the 

Christ for Gentiles only and not for the Jewish people. He came for 
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the pagan nations and not for the sons and daughters of Abraham. 

This view holds that the Jewish people have no need of the Gospel 

being already in covenant with God through the Abrahamic 

covenant. This is, of course, an indirect contradiction to Jesus’ own 

words and to countless apostolic texts of the new covenant, for 

example, St. Paul’s sharp statement that “for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). These words bring 

to conclusion Paul’s teaching in the first three chapters of Romans, 

pointing out that both Gentiles and Jews need the Gospel, indeed 

all the world needs the Gospel. 

I once mentioned this odd “Two Covenant Theory” to a well-

known Presbyterian Old Testament professor, the late Dr. Elizabeth 

Achtemeier, who had taught in Richmond, Virginia, and asked 

her what she would say to one who thought that Jesus came only 

for Gentiles and not the Jewish people. She looked blank for a 

moment, puzzled, and then said, “I’d ask the one who said that if 

he/she had ever read any of the New Testament.” Whatever the 

origins of this view, it is clearly not in accord with scripture as we 

shall see. At this point, let me refrain from refuting these theories 

in detail in order to let the positive teaching of scripture become 

clear; it will stand on its own. 

In sum our question is this: What is God’s plan for the salvation 

of the Jewish people? What is our part in the plan, and how do 

the Church’s Ministry Among Jewish People (CMJ), CMJ-USA and 

Christ Church Jerusalem figure in this? 

This is how we will address the question: 

Firstly, we will consider St. Paul’s treatment of this question 

in Romans 9 through 11, which is the fullest treatment of this 

subject in the Bible, but only after setting it in the wider context of 

scripture. 
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Secondly, I would like to emphasize and underline five reasons 

why, according to scripture, we Christians are to have a special 

love for the Jewish people, and thus serve their salvation in Christ. 

And finally, I would like to be practical and indicate several 

ways in which we might actually be able to express our love of the 

Jewish people.

The Biblical context of Romans
Before turning to Romans 9, 10, and 11, we need a clarification 

and then the wider scriptural setting of Paul’s teaching in Romans. 

The clarification concerns the sense in which we are referring to 

the Jewish people following in line with St. Paul’s treatment, and 

then I want to trace out some of the wider teaching of scripture to 

set Romans in that context. Let me make this clarification before 

proceeding further: when we address the question of God’s plan 

for the Jewish people, we address it concerning their salvation 

in the Messiah. We are not dealing with the numerous political 

issues, such as appear in the news media concerning the Israelis 

and the Palestinians, etc. They are certainly not what St. Paul 

was addressing. We are concerned for the salvation of the Jewish 

people, wherever they may be living, in Israel or next door, and for 

our part in this plan of God.

Now to the wider biblical setting, to those things which St. 

Paul assumes and presupposes when in Romans 9 through 11 

he addresses this question. The key to Israel’s place in the heart 

and plan of God is revealed at the very beginning of Israel’s life 

in God’s choosing and calling of Abram, found in Genesis chapter 

12, verses 1-3. But to set it in context, chapters 1 through 11 in 

Genesis offer us two great universals. First is the great universal of 

creation, the whole of creation is set before us; and then the sad 
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universal of the fall and its effect, which affects the whole human 

race, all of us. It paints the dismal picture that requires divine 

rescue, and the question is raised: what is God going to do? And, 

what God is going to do begins with Abraham. The description of 

God’s beginning reads as follows in chapter 12:1-3 

“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country 

and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that 

I will show you.  And I will make of you a great nation, 

and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 

and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.’”

Notice four things about this beginning of God as He addresses 

our great need through the calling of Abram: 

• There is no special merit in the calling of Abram or 

Abraham mentioned. He was at the beginning, a pagan 

worshipper, a Mesopotamian moon worshipper no doubt. 

God’s choice rested in His free grace, a gift of His love. 

Later, we read God’s words to Israel, which make the same 

point, “It was not because you were more in number 

than any other people that the Lord set his love on you 

and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples” 

(Deuteronomy 7:7). The source of God’s election is God’s 

love, not our merit, not Abram’s merit. It has been a 

matter of grace from the very beginning; 

• This is a radically new beginning. Abram has to leave the 

familiar, the safe, the tribe, the family, the religion of his 

fathers and start anew trusting only in God. God’s saving 

work breaks in and redeems; He does not simply build on 

our fallen human religiousness, religions or philosophies 
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which are all corrupted by our sinfulness. And the same is 

true today: in Jesus, salvation begins with a new birth, a 

new creation; 

• While God’s choice is of Abraham, God has in mind 

also a people, “The least one shall become a clan, and 

the smallest one a mighty nation,” (Isaiah 60:22) and 

this people of course is Israel, the Jewish people later 

scattered widely among the nations of the world, among 

the Gentiles; 

• God’s aim is wider still. God chose Abram, and through 

him the Jewish people, with still wider purpose in mind. 

Larger than Israel, it was that all the nations of the earth 

would bless themselves through Abram, and would come 

to know God through his descendants: “I will bless those 

who bless you.” Israel is blessed to be a blessing, indeed 

to be a worldwide blessing. And Israel’s ability to be a 

blessing lies not merely in herself, but in her closeness 

to God so that Israel can make His name known among 

the Gentiles. God’s love to Israel was also His love to the 

nations, to the world. 

As you know whenever Israel ignored or turned away from 

God, He chastised her and called her back to Himself and back to 

her vocation to the nations. But note this, even when Israel was 

failing in her faithfulness to God, God was faithful to her. God 

loved her and loves her. The Lord said this to Israel through the 

prophet Jeremiah, “I have loved you with an everlasting love” 

(Jeremiah 31:3). And a little later, God spoke this great and central 

promise to Israel through Jeremiah, 

“Behold the days are coming, declares the Lord, when 

I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
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the house of Judah…  For this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, declares 

the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 

on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people” (Jeremiah 31:31, 33). 

Take clear notice of this: that the new covenant, which builds 

upon and fulfills the covenant made with Abraham, is with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah; that is, it is with God’s 

chosen people, the Jewish people. We Christians know about 

this new covenant. We hear the words of Jesus at the last supper 

Sunday by Sunday, “this cup that is poured out for you is the new 

covenant in my blood” (Luke 22:20). This is the new covenant 

made with the house of Israel and the house of Judah into which 

we Gentiles have been invited. It is the new covenant with the 

Jewish people fulfilled in and through the Messiah Jesus, which is 

expanded now to include us. God’s everlasting love includes first 

and abides upon the Jewish people. 

Recall also Jesus’ own words, His earlier words, “I was sent 

only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24). 

My sisters and brothers, His people the Jewish people, remain 

in the center of God’s heart.  I remember an incident involving 

Marcia Lebhar, former director of CMJ USA. She was telling 

of a time when a clergy friend of hers said, “Marcia, how long 

will you be so preoccupied with this Jewish thing? There are so 

many groups who need Jesus.” And as I was listening to her tell 

that story and cite that question, the Spirit of the Lord spoke 

immediately in my heart these words, “We will be so preoccupied 

as long as God’s heart embraces the Jews.” It is as God said, “I 

have loved you with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). Do you 

remember the book or the movie The Hiding Place and Corrie 
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ten Boom’s words recalling the words of her father? They ran 

something like this: “The Jews are the apple of God’s eye; I fear for 

those who trouble Israel.”

Separated from His love by pride
So, it is with the election of Israel through Abram and God’s 

everlasting love for Israel in mind, that the apostle Paul turns to 

treat our subject in Romans 9, 10, and 11. The apostle has just 

finished his celebration of the riches of God’s grace to all who are 

in Christ Jesus in chapter eight, ending with that glorious refrain, 

“For I am sure that neither life nor death, nor angels nor rulers, 

nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:38-39). Surely 

this is the bottom line of bottom lines, the utter security of every 

Christian. And with this ringing in his heart and mind, the apostle 

turns his heart and mind upon Israel, upon the great majority of 

the Jewish people who were refusing to come to Jesus, rejecting 

their own Messiah. So chapter nine begins with his great anguish, 

and like Moses before him, he states that he would gladly be 

cut off from Christ if that would serve to get his kinsmen and 

kinswomen to turn to Christ. And then he asks, how are we to 

understand this astonishing fact that Israel in large measure is 

failing to embrace Christ? Paul addresses himself to answers which 

were being given, answers, like the answers of Job’s comforters 

who gave Job the standard answers which were neither profound 

nor right. 

The first false answer that Paul addresses must have gone 

something like this: that it was God’s fault, that He was caught 

unprepared, that He was too weak to handle this issue. Can God’s 

word be too weak? Is something wrong with God’s message? The 



8

apostle says, “absolutely not, that cannot be, that God’s arm is 

not shortened that it cannot save” (see Isaiah 59:1). It is not that 

He does not have the power to turn Israel to Himself, after all, 

God is sovereign. Paul goes on to say that actually God has usually 

worked through a chosen remnant in Israel, allowing the many 

to resist Him. And then Paul adds that we being ourselves mere 

creatures and sinners at that, are in no position to criticize God 

for His management of saving history. We can only thank Him for 

the gift of salvation however He gives it. The Sovereign God knows 

what He’s doing. So much for the theory that God got caught 

unawares or was not up to the task. 

Paul next says, let’s consider more carefully Israel, that is the 

Jewish people. We must ask why Israel is turning away from God 

so that we can come to understand this thing that is before us, 

this failure of God’s own people to grasp Christ. The apostle says 

that the rebellion of so many Jews is due to their false pride who 

were seeking to earn their right standing with God by their own 

works. Believing that they could earn their salvation and that 

the Torah required that they earn it, they could see no place for 

a crucified Messiah. So they rejected the Messiah and thereby 

excluded themselves in pride and error, as do many, both Jewish 

people and Gentiles today. Paul well understood this posture, for 

he had been there himself until his encounter with the risen Lord 

outside of Damascus (see Acts 9). God’s plan must deal with the 

pride of all people, Jewish people or Gentile. Our part must be 

to help them to see their need for Jesus and point out how pride 

causes all to miss the joy of salvation.

  

Jesus brings hope
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In chapter 10 we see that entrance into salvation is only 

through Jesus. Paul notes how many Gentiles were entering 

salvation: it was through the Good News of the sacrifice of Christ, 

as  Isaiah says, “all we like sheep have gone astray; and we have 

turned – everyone – to his own way;  and the Lord has laid on 

him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). The Gentiles had admitted 

their need and accepted that Christ had died in their place, and 

they called upon the name of the Lord in faith. God’s plan for the 

Jewish people must awaken them to their need of God’s gift in 

Christ Jesus, the crucified Messiah, so that they too will call upon 

His name in faith. And our part must involve being the ones who 

share the good news of Jesus with them, for how shall they call 

upon His name unless they hear?  (see Romans 10:14 -15). This 

call to share the Gospel with the Jewish people shaped the very 

missionary strategy of Paul. The Gospel was to go to “the Jew first 

and then the Gentiles” (Romans 1:16b).  He tells us this several 

times in his writings and in all his missionary journeys Paul lived 

this mandate out – first to the Jewish person and then to the 

Gentile. This scriptural pattern should be ours and the Church’s 

strategy today. 

Partial and Temporary
Finally, this brings us to chapter 11 where the plan of God 

is set forth directly. Paul notes that even where Israel had been 

hearing the Gospel, his Jewish people are still not turning to 

the Messiah as a whole or in large numbers. Some people were 

asserting that this failure of the Jewish people to turn to Jesus the 

Messiah meant that God had abandoned His people. Paul replies, 

passionately, “God forbid!” Such a view is impossible for a couple 

of reasons. First, because Israel’s blindness to Jesus is only partial. 

The very fact that Paul and other Jewish people had become 



10

believers in Jesus as the Messiah proves that God had not rejected 

Israel; He was still gathering a remnant. And the Jewish people 

coming to faith today are a remnant as well. 

And second, God is working out a specific plan with the whole 

of Israel in mind and here is its shape: Israel’s blindness is not 

only partial, but it is temporary. Israel’s blindness or failure to 

embrace the Gospel has given us Gentiles our opportunity to be 

included into Christ. 

We Gentiles owe the Jewish people a great deal, said the 

apostle, and we should never think ourselves superior or 

disparage God’s people. After all, we are saved by grace alone 

through faith as well. Then, in due time and in accordance 

with God’s plan, our faith in Jesus, Yeshua, as the Messiah, the 

Mashiach, and our love for the Jewish people, will serve them 

and help lead them to a great turning. This great turning to God 

through Jesus as the Messiah by the Jewish people will have a 

great impact on world mission (see Romans 11:12,15). And this 

is absolutely certain says the apostle, “And in this way all Israel 

will be saved… For the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable” 

(Romans 11: 26a, 29).

Our calling in God’s plan
Now there is the clear statement of God’s plan and of our 

place in it. Did you catch it? We are to be bold in our faith, sharing 

the Gospel, and active in love to the Jewish people. In light of our 

past and present, my sisters and brothers, we have a great deal of 

catch up to do if we are to accomplish our special divine calling. 

To really underline what has already been said here are five 

reasons why we are to love the Jewish people in a special way— 
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• First, we are to love the Jewish people with a special love 

because we are commissioned and commanded by Jesus 

Himself to go to all nations and make disciples, the Great 

Commission (see Matthew 28:19). To exempt any group 

or people would be unloving indeed. And the love of 

Christ, who came for the lost sheep of the house of Israel, 

constrains us, for we are sent by our Lord and Savior 

Himself to make disciples of the Jewish people. 

• Second, because God time and again in His Word tells us 

He has a special love for Israel and His love abides upon 

them and thus, calls us to show special love to Israel 

ourselves. God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable, God’s 

eye is on Israel, He hides and holds the Jewish people in 

His heart, and our heart is to be there also (Deuteronomy 

7:6-9). What struck me particularly reading and rereading 

the risen Lord’s word to us through the apostle Paul in 

Romans chapter 11 is that we are expressly and explicitly 

told to show mercy to the Jewish people. Therefore this 

is our special vocational calling in Christ. Here’s how the 

apostle Paul puts it: 

“As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. 

But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of 

their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are 

irrevocable. For just as you were at one time disobedient 

to God but now have received mercy because of their 

disobedience, so they too have now been disobedient in 

order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now 

receive mercy. For God has consigned all to disobedience, 

that he may have mercy on all ” (Romans 11:28-32).
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Oh, my brothers and sisters, have we not often done 

just the opposite? Have not Christians reviled the Jewish 

people, persecuted them, or of late, simply ignored them? 

But all the while the plan of God has been that we are 

to have a special love for them, stand with them, defend 

them, and comfort them, especially to comfort them 

with the comfort in Christ Jesus with which we have been 

comforted, showing them the same mercy that God has 

shown us. That’s the second reason we are to love the 

Jewish people, because God loves them and has a special 

love for them. We are to bear that to them. 

• Third, there is a present receptivity for our calling among 

the Jewish people. We are to love them because God has 

drawn St. Paul and the New Testament authors, all Jewish 

people with the possible exception of St. Luke, to Himself, 

constituting a remnant. And He is drawing Jewish people 

to Himself today, still constituting a growing remnant. 

The fields are white, the harvest is ready. My brothers 

and sisters, the timing of the great turning of Israel to 

Jesus the Messiah is God’s business, but the call to share 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the Jewish people now is 

a matter of our faithfulness and obedience and love to 

Christ. It is our business and we need to get about it. 

• Fourth, we are to love the Jewish people because St. Paul 

tells us that as the Spirit moves a Jewish person in his 

or her heart, that person can be more quickly and more 

naturally restored to God in Christ than we Gentiles. The 

apostle speaks of the Jewish people as natural branches 

and we Gentiles as wild branches, and so he writes, “you 

were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and 
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grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, 

how much more will these, the natural branches, be 

grafted back into their own olive tree” (Romans 11:24). 

This should give us all great hope in sharing our love and 

the Gospel with Jewish people. For in coming to Christ, 

you see, they are coming home. It is spiritually natural for 

them to do so. 

• Fifth, we should love the Jewish people because the 

turning of the Jewish people to Jesus as the promised 

Messiah and Savior will have a tremendous impact on 

local and global evangelism. Imagine if all the synagogues 

in Jacksonville, and Atlanta, and Pittsburgh, and Northern 

Virginia and the Washington D.C. area should openly and 

publicly become congregations of Messianic believers 

in Jesus. What would the churches make of that, what 

would the local newspapers say, the local TV, what would 

the country say? It would be news indeed, news that 

echoed the great and the Good News. St. Paul tells us of 

this impact in these words, “For if their rejection means 

the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance 

mean but life for the dead?” (Romans 11:15). Life for 

those in all the nations, those everywhere who are dead 

in their trespasses and sins, in their ignorance of the true 

Messiah. And this turning is served and aided by our love 

of the Jewish people and sharing Jesus and His Good News 

with them. 

There we have the five biblical reasons for us to love the 

Jewish people with a special love. 

• The Great Commission;

• God’s special love of the Jewish people; 
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• God is now gathering the Jewish remnant to Himself; 

• A Jewish person comes home when He comes to Jesus; 

• In loving the Jewish people, we serve the great turning 

of Israel to their Messiah which will be a blessing for the 

whole world.

 Now is the time to act
Finally, let me offer a few practical ways that we can express 

our love to the Lord by showing our love to the Jewish people. 

• Pray, pray daily for the Jewish people near and far to turn 

to faith in Jesus as their Messiah. Pray for opportunities 

to share your faith with Jewish people. Pray for the peace 

of Jerusalem (Psalm 122:6). Pray each morning and let it 

become a part of your daily prayer. 

• Become a friend of Jewish people whenever possible. 

Befriend them, spend time with them in natural and 

friendly ways.

• Share a mutual practice in celebrations with them, ask 

about Passover, Yom Kippur, keeping kosher, worship on 

Shabbat, attending shul or synagogue, keeping Shabbat, 

and then invite them to inquire about our practices: Easter, 

Christmas, Good Friday and its fulfillment of Isaiah 53. As I 

read the stories of Jewish people’s testimonies of coming 

to Jesus as Messiah, the love of Gentiles has caught them 

by surprise. Through this love we may help them see Jesus 

as the fulfillment of Isaiah 53. Thank them also for the 

Hebrew Scriptures. Tell them that we love their scriptures 

and that we love the Messiah, who is Yeshua, who came in 

fulfillment of those scriptures.
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• Make friends with the nearest Messianic synagogue, and 

see what your congregation and that group of Messianic 

believers might do together. 

• Get to know the local Jewish synagogue. See how you may 

learn of one another and mutually appreciate one another 

and stand for things in the community together. 

• Be supportive and involved in those ministries which show 

love and respect to the Jewish people and seek to support 

them. Stand with them against the rising worldwide anti-

Semitism.

I think of course especially of The Church’s Ministry Among 

Jewish People, CMJ USA. Support CMJ USA with your prayers and 

finance, get on the mailing list, read the newsletters and hence be 

informed to pray with understanding. Join a CMJ Shoresh study 

trip to Israel. It is far more than a sightseeing trip; it is a pilgrimage, 

a time of prayer, worship and learning. It is an experience and 

a memory that will last a lifetime. Your love of scripture, your 

understanding of our Jewish roots, your learning of Jesus in His 

Second Temple Period setting, and your sense of our commonality 

with the Jewish people will deepen and grow. During a CMJ trip 

to Israel you will stay, while in Jerusalem, at the Christ Church 

Guest House. It is a wonderful place full of history and holiness, 

the oldest Protestant church in the Middle East. It is becoming 

more and more a place that serves Jewish believers and Gentile 

believers from all over the world. A place of study and pilgrimage, 

it greatly needs your support. Christ Church Jerusalem is also 

home to a congregation that unites Jewish people and Gentiles 

in Messiah and does that in the midst of the tension and turmoil 

of that region. What a witness to the reconciling power of Jesus 
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as Messiah. It is a great privilege to spend time at Christ Church 

Jerusalem, right in the city of cities, Jerusalem.

My brothers and sisters, many years have passed since the 

apostle penned his letter to the Romans. We have been negligent, 

let us delay no longer.

As the Holy Spirit stirs you, here are 
prayers of response:

 “Grant unto me, O Lord, an open mind and tender heart, that 

I may hear and embrace your plan for the salvation of the Jewish 

people and my part in it. Give me, O blessed Savior, the desire and 

the strength of will to act in accordance with Your will, and I ask 

this through Jesus Christ my Lord, Amen.”

“Blessed Lord Jesus, Messiah, You call me Your friend; that is 

my deepest privilege and joy. Help me befriend those who are 

the apple of Your eye, the Jewish people, and to share Your Good 

News with them. For I ask this in Your holy Name, Amen.” 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. John Rodgers, Jr. delivered this talk at a CMJ USA 

conference in Colorado several years ago.
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Notes:
The scripture passages quoted are from the English Standard Version 
(ESV).
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